
Rabbi Tamar Grimm 

 

President  

Richard Geifman 

 

1stðVice President 

Dan Kitsis 

 

2ndðVice President 

Judy Miller 

 

Advisor 

Randi Segal 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Tansey 

 

Secretary 

February  2012 

Congregation  

Beth Israel at the  

Trið City Jewish Center 

2715 30th Street 

Rock Island, IL 61201  

309-788-3426 

The Sedra 

    SERVICE TIMES  

Sunday - Friday Maôariv 6:00 p.m.      Saturday  9:30 a.m. & Sundown 

LIGHT CANDLES         PORTION        MINCHA                SHABBAT ENDS 

      FRIDAY             SATURDAY 

Feb. 3 5:02 p.m. Beshalach Feb. 4   5:45 p.m. 6:03 p.m. 

Feb. 10 5:11 p.m. Yitro Feb. 11 5:45 p.m. 6:12 p.m. 

Feb. 17 5:20 p.m. Mishpatim Feb. 18 6:00 p.m. 6:21 p.m 

Feb. 24 5:28 p.m. Terumah Feb. 25 6:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. 

Up-Coming Events  

Wednesday, Feb. 1  4:15 p.m.  Hebrew School 

    7:00 p.m.  Jewish Meditation Class 

Saturday, Feb. 4  12:30 p.m.  Shabbat for the Birds  

Wednesday, Feb. 8  4:15 p.m.   Hebrew School 

    7:00 p.m.  Jewish Meditation Class 

Friday, Feb. 10  6:00 p.m.  4/5 Religious School  

           Class Service 

Saturday, Feb. 11  9:30 a.m.   Service with Special  

       Presentation by Ian Ross 

Wednesday, Feb. 15  4:15 p.m.  Hebrew School 

    7:00 p.m.  Jewish Mediation Class 

Thursday, Feb. 16  7:00 p.m.   Interfaith Forum at Center 

Friday, Feb. 17  6:00 p.m.  Musical Shabbat & Potluck  

Saturday, Feb. 18  12:00 p.m.   Torah Talk 

Sunday, Feb. 19  T.B.A.   IA vs. IN Basketball Game 

Tuesday, Feb. 21  7:00 p.m.  Board Meeting 

Wednesday, Feb. 22  4:15 p.m.  Hebrew School 

Thursday, Feb. 23  5:30 p.m.  Sisterhood Dinner & Movie  

Saturday, Feb. 26  9:00 a.m.  Sisterhood Bake Day 

Wednesday, Feb. 29  4:15 p.m.  Hebrew School 

Shabbat Seer 

 

Dave Andich 

February 3 & 4 

 

Marla Andich 

February 10 & 11 

 

Vicki Levin 

February 17 & 18 

 

Gary Segal 

February 24 & 25 

February  

Mid-Month Sedra  

Submissions  

due February 10 

March Sedra 

Submissions due  

February 22 



YAHRZEITS  

**please note: Observance of the Yahrzeit begins on the evening prior to the date listed.  We announce Yahrzeits for the 

upcoming week  on Shabbat..  If you need help in finding a minyan for a Yahrzeit, the office can send out an e-mail to the 

Center Members for you. 
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Wednesday 

Feb. 1      8 Shevat 

James W. Frank 

 

Thursday 

Feb. 2     9 Shevat 

 

Friday 

Feb. 3     10 Shevat 

Abe Halpren 

Joe Morris 

Center Notes  

¶ Our Sympathies to the family of Wally Feldman, father of Kenny Feldman.   

¶ Our Sympathies to the family of Sandra Beaulieu, daughter of Mildred and the late Isadore Zare. 

¶ Our Sympathies to the family of Gloria Taxon, wife of Rabbi Jordan Taxon.   

Saturday 

Feb. 11     18 Shevat 

Max Marantz 

 

Sunday 

Feb. 12     19 Shevat 

Maurice Landsmann 

Mitchell Rudman 

Randy Tunnell 

Louis Urdangen 

 

Monday 

Feb. 13     20 Shevat 

Mac Barkan 

Dr. Zal Sanders 

 

Tuesday 

Feb. 14     21 Shevat 

Isadore Falkovitch 

Gertrude Green 

 

Wednesday 

Feb. 15      22 Shevat 

Mindy Hoffman  

Rosetta Moskowitz 

 

Thursday 

Feb. 16      23 Shevat 

Sophie Kenter 

Alfred Fredrick Lipsman 

Charles L. Schrager 

 

Friday 

Feb. 17      24 Shevat 

Fannie Goldstein 

Saturday 

Feb. 25       2 Adar I 

Louis Goldsmith 

Saretta Karon 

Betty Lerner 

Ida Sara Weintraub 

 

Sunday 

Feb. 26       3 Adar I 

Joseph Louis Bernstein 

Donald Cohn 

Jerry Dockterman 

Lilyann Gantz 

 

Monday 

Feb. 27       4 Adar I 

Morris Geifman 

Harry Marantz 

 

Tuesday 

Feb. 28       5 Adar I 

 

Wednesday 

Feb. 29       6 Adar I 

Charlotte Frankel 

Ethel Friedman 

Herbert Gellerman 

Dorothy Goldwasser 

Saturday 

Feb. 4       11 Shevat 

Abe Brotman 

 

Sunday 

Feb. 5        12 Shevat 

Shirle Leman 

Gerald Packer 

Dorothy Vinar 

 

Monday 

Feb. 6        13 Shevat 

Max Honeyman 

 

Tuesday 

Feb. 7        14 Shevat 

Morris Newman 

Ann Wiss 

 

Wednesday 

Feb. 8        15 Shevat 

Tybe Kissel 

Sarah Schiff Andich 

 

Thursday 

Feb. 9        16 Shevat 

Touba Geifman 

Rebecca Kelne 

Herman ôHyõ Levin 

Robert Joseph Zare 

 

Friday 

Saturday 

Feb. 18      25 Shevat 

Harry Blitz 

Rose Dockterman 

Shari Lasky 

 

Sunday 

Feb. 19      26 Shevat 

Sylvia Pullman Migdal 

Barbara Schrager 

 

Monday 

Feb. 20      27 Shevat 

Myrtle Gordon  

Dorothy Mayesh 

 

Tuesday 

Feb. 21      28 Shevat 

Isador Katz 

 

Wednesday 

Feb. 22      29 Shevat 

Sidney Achler 

Philip Jacobowitz 

Irene Kahn 

 

Thursday 

Feb. 23      30 Shevat 

Sadie Andich 

Miriam Goldman 

Bruce Gordon 

Harry Green 

 

Friday 

Feb. 24       1 Adar I 
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RABBIõS MESSAGE 

One of my favorite books of Midrash contains a story about Abrahamõs choosing.  It ends with the 

words: òRight then G-d knew that the right man was going to the right place at the right time for the 

right reasons.  G-d also knew that hardly ever happens.ó 

 

Every once in a while I have one of those moments where things click and I feel like I am doing  

exactly what I should be doing at that moment.  It happens most often when I am reading Torah.  

I have this sense of things being in alignment, that this is exactly what should be happening right 

now.  Most recently, I felt that way when over 300 people gathered together for the Interfaith Forum 

where Father Mike Schaab, Imam Saad Baig and I spoke about our diverse religious traditions. 

 

The energy in the room was palpable.  People sat on the edge of their seats, stood in the back of  

the room, and even listened from upstairs.  The atmosphere was one of respect, admiration and  

curiosity.  

 

The three clergy involved have talked amongst ourselves and expressed to the media the great need 

for this kind of event ð but not for the reasons you might expect.  Imam and I commented on the 

number of people in attendance and talked about how in a larger city, it might not even be possible 

to get people to come to something like this.  They assume we all know how to get along.  Yet, we 

have realized that it is not just about getting along.  People here are so ready to find out what we 

can learn from each otherõs religious traditions.  That makes this community very special.  I felt so 

proud to see some of our members there and I hope to see even more of you at the next Interfaith 

Forum, which we will be hosting here at the Center. 

 

BõShalom võreut (in peace and friendship) 

 

Special kids program!!!   

Saturday, February 4 , after kiddush lunch (approx. 12:30 pm) 

 

Shabbat for the Birds (and kids)!!  

 

Come celebrate a special Shabbat with songs, a story  

and a craft project led by Rabbi Tamar 

 

The Torah portion Beshallach contains "The Song of the Sea" and the week  

we read it is known as Shabbat Shira (Sabbath of Song). There are a few customs associated with this 

special Shabbat, including the custom of feeding the birds.  The custom derives from two ideas: First 

that G-d gave birds the special gift of song and the second has to do with a story about how some 

birds helped Moses.  Come hear the story, sing some songs and make bird-feeders to hang in our 

courtyard.  This program is for kids of all ages (adults too!). 
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Torah Talk  

A once-a-month program called "Torah Talk" 

will be held after services on the third Saturday 

of the month.  This will replace the drash during 

services, so we hope you'll stay for lunch on 

these special Shabbats.  
 

February 18ñTorah Talk Topic:  

An Eye for An Eye 

 

Jewish Meditation Series  

Wednesday, February 1st, 8th, 15th at 7:00 pm 

The winter can be cold and long, but it is a 

good time for some hibernation and inner  

reflection.  Take some time to warm up with a 

cozy meditation this February.  Tea will be 

served.   

 

CommUniversity   

February 5, 12, 19 and 26, from 2- 4 p.m. 

Rabbi Tamar will be teaching a class about  

angels and the afterlife.  Please see http://

www.communiversity.org for more information 

and to register. 

Interfaith Forum  

Featuring Father Michael Schaab (St. Pius), Imam 

Saad Baig (Islamic Center Moline) and Rabbi Tamar 

Grimm on the Third Thursday of January, February 

and March at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Please join us for an engaging and informative con-

versation from three religious perspectives.  The 

clergy will present on their respective traditions and 

answer some questions from the audience.  The 

goal is to increase understanding of the three differ-

ent religions and provide a non -threatening space 

in which to ask questions.  The hosts will provide a 

short tour.    Refreshments will be served. 

 

February 16 - A Look at Our Books: Sacred Texts 

and Scriptures at The Tri City Jewish Center, Rock 

Island 

 

March 15 - Womb to Tomb: Life Cycle Events and 

Rites of Passage at St. Pius X Church, Rock Island 

ADULT EDUCATION  

Shabbat Service  

February 11  

A special presentation  

given by Ian Ross  

during Shabbat Service.   

 

Ian Ross will speak about his 

recent trip to Israel.  

Volunteer Opportunity  

 

King's Harvest Ministries is seeking volunteers to 

work with people who are homeless at the overflow 

shelter this winter. At this time we are seeking  

volunteers who will spend the night. Overnight  

volunteers are accompanied by staff. The shelter 

will be open until April 15th. Hours of operation are 

from 9pm to 7am. King's Harvest is located at 824 

W 3rd St. in Davenport. All volunteers will receive 

training. For more information call Chris at 309-798-

3776, or email crisplydone@hotmail.com. 

 

Thanks for your help! 

 

Chris Dunn 

Shelter Coordinator  

Limmud Chicago 2012  

A Festival of Jewish Learning.  Limmud has one 

goal: to take you one step further on your own 

Jewish journey.  The Festival will be held  

Sunday, February 19 at University of Illinois 

Chicago.  For more information go to  

www.limmudchicago.org 

TIKKUN OLAM  

http://www.communiversity.org
http://www.communiversity.org
mailto:crisplydone@hotmail.com


Happy February!  

 

Winter is upon us with a vengeance and  

I hope everyone is staying safe and warm. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who gift-wrapped in December. We raised about $1000 between our efforts with    

Temple Emanuel Sisterhood at Barnes & Noble and our Center wrapping on Wednesdays and Sundays. 

Due to some crossed signals, our program scheduled for January, Meeting and a Movie was cancelled. Fear 

not, though, as we have rescheduled it for Thursday, February 23. This will replace our previously announced 

Sweetheart Dance and we are planning an early meal (and quick meeting) at Biaggiõs and then weõll be off to 

Rave Cinemas for a movie. The Oscars are that Sunday, so we will choose an Academy Award-nominated mov-

ie. Mark your calendars; more details will follow. If you havenõt joined us for a program lately, this promises to 

be a great time. Please mark your calendars and R.S.V.P. to Stephanie Tansey at 563/332-9044 or thetan-

seys@q.com. 

 

JOIN US FOR HAMENTASCHEN BAKING on Sunday, February 26 from 9 to 12. Temple Emanuel Sisterhood will 

be joining us for this fun and delicious morning of baking. Please let Marla Andich (309/788-3283 or mar-

la113@mchsi.com) know if you plan to join us. While Iõm on the subject of baking, we need to replace many of 

the baking supplies in the kitchen before this date. Jenny Kitsis has generously stepped forward to identify, 

price out, and purchase the equipment. Since she has estimated the cost to exceed $500, the expenditure 

needs to be approved by our members. We will not be having a meeting prior to the baking date, so watch 

your e-mail for a special ballot to vote on this expenditure.  

 

Looking forward to March, our Purim dinner and Wine Tasting is planned for March 7. Itõs the perfect time to 

sample some excellent Passover wines and buy them at a discount and in a manner that benefits Sisterhood. If 

anyone would like to help coordinate the Wine Tasting, Sisterhood would be eternally grateful!  Then, later in 

the month, on March 27, we will have a membership meeting at the Center with a pre-Passover program. 

Please put both these dates on your calendar. 

 

We are still looking at the possibility of a Rummage Sale to be held on July 26 & 27. We will be accepting items 

during the month of July only, so stow your unwanted items safely in your home until then. Shifra Gassner has 

agreed to chair this event, but needs a co-chair in order for it to come to fruition. Is anybody interested?  

 

Also, please donõt forget about our Hy-Vee coupon books. We still have about 50 left to sell and they are PURE 

PROFIT! Next time you are at the Center, pick up a handful and sell or give them to your friends and neighbors 

(they make great Valentineõs Day gifts as well). 

 

As a reminder, the Sisterhood Gift Shop is now open by appointment only. If you wish to shop for some great 

Judaica, please call Lorrie Blumberg (309/786-8113), Vicki Levin (309/788-5255) or Shari Baker (563/344-0926) 

and they will be happy to help you.  

 

Have a wonderful and loving month!  

 

 

 

Jodie 

mailto:marla113@mchsi.com
mailto:marla113@mchsi.com






Kashrut Guidelines for Potlucks and Other Functions 
 

It is preferable that foods used for functions at the synagogue contain all kosher ingredients and 

be cooked in our kosher kitchen; however, there are times when people may need to bring in 

food cooked at another location.  In these cases, the following rules apply: 

 

¶ Vegetarian foods that do not have a hechsher (kosher symbol) and are dairy or pareve may 

be brought into the building for shared meals such as potlucks, Joint Religious School 

functions, etc., but these food items may not be brought into the kitchen. 

 

¶ Food that has been cooked or prepared outside of our kitchen may not enter the kitchen, 

nor may any of the utensils from the kitchen be brought out to be used for serving.  You 

must bring your own serving utensils.  Any utensils brought from home may not be 

brought into the kitchen at all. 

 

¶ All food that is brought must be ready to serve.  Since it cannot be brought into the kitch-

en, there is no way to heat the food, so it is preferable to bring items that do not need to be 

served hot. 

 

¶ When bringing in packaged products or using them in preparing foods, it is preferable to 

buy products with a hechsher; however, if you cannot find items a hechsher, please read 

the ingredients very carefully and make sure the product does not contain any meat 

(including broths and bases) or meat derivatives such as animal rennet or gelatin. 

 

¶ Grape-juice and Wine to be used for Kiddush or ritual purposes needs to have a hechsher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

   February 17, 2012 

at 6:00 p.m. potluck dinner following 

FeaturingðShir Delight 
 

Please bring a Vegetarian Main Dish to share  

RSVP to the Center Office at 309-788-3426 

The Center will provide Challah and beverages.  



Kashrut Guidelines when cooking in the TCJC kitchen 
 

¶ Foods purchased for use in the kitchen should ideally have a hechsher (kosher symbol) 

 

¶ If you are unable to find a particular product with a hechsher, you may purchase packaged 

items without a hechsher that are dairy or pareve as long as you make sure the product does 

not contain any meat (including broths and bases) or meat derivatives such as animal rennet 

or gelatin.  Please read the ingredients very carefully. 

 

¶ Meat products must always have a hechsher 

 

¶ If you have a question about any ingredient, please do not hesitate to ask the rabbi or a 

member of the kashrut committee. 

 

¶ After you have done your shopping and before you start cooking, please have someone 

from the Kashrut committee or the rabbi take a look at the groceries. 

 

¶ Please make sure to use the appropriate utensils and ovens (meat or dairy) and not to mix 

them.  If you are using pareve, it needs to be kept separate. 

 

¶ When cleaning make sure to use the correct sponge (meat or dairy) and do not wash meat 

and dairy utensils together. 

 

¶ If there is a mix-up, please notify the Kashrut committee or the rabbi so it can be remedied.  

Most mix-ups are easily fixed, so it is preferable to know about them. 

pareve = contains neither dairy nor meat 

If you have questions regarding potlucks or cooking at the center, please contact Rabbi 

Grimm or someone from the following lists.  

 

Kashrut Committee Members     Approved Kitchen Supervisors  

Rabbi Tamar Grimm      Rabbi Tamar Grimm 

Maxine Kovitz       Tammie Close 

Penny Timmons       Sam Grobstein 

         Maxine Kovitz 

         Jenny Kitsis 

         Debbie Cini 

 



Zachary Daniel Blumberg  

Zach will become a Bar Mitzvah on 

Friday, March 9th and Saturday, 

March 10th at Congregation Beth 

Israel at the Tri-City Jewish Center. 

Zach is the son of Lorrie and Lee 

Blumberg and the grandson of Vicki 

and David Levin, Rock Island, and Su-

zanne Burnett, Rock Island.  He is the 

great grandson of Harriette and Ber-

nard Weindruch, Rock Island, 

Irving Levin, Rock Island, and Janice  

Blumberg, Atlanta.  He is the brother 

of Nathaniel Blumberg. 

 

Zach is in the seventh grade at Wash-

ington Junior High School where he 

is an honor student. He plays Bari-

tone Saxophone in the schoolõs band.   

Zach enjoys all sports as he plays 

football and runs track for the junior 

high school.  Zach has traveled all 

over the Midwest competing in tour-

naments with the Rock Island FC  

soccer club and the Rock Island  

Islanders baseball team. 

 

Friends and members of the congre-

gation are invited to Friday night 

Shabbat services at 8:00 p.m. on 

March 9, 2012, with an Oneg Shabbat 

following, and Saturday morning 

Shabbat services at 9:30 a.m. on 

March 10, 2012, with a luncheon  

following.  

Aaron Baker  

Aaron will become a Bar Mitzvah on 

Friday, March 23 and Saturday, March 

24 at Congregation Beth Israel at the 

Tri-City Jewish Center. Aaron is the 

son of Shari & Conrad Baker. His 

grandparents are Barbara & Merrill 

Greenberger, Skokie, IL and Al & (the 

late) Jeanine Baker, Schaumberg, IL. 

He has two sisters, Maya & Sasha 

Baker. 

 

Aaron is in seventh grade at Betten-

dorf Middle School. Aaronõs favorite 

subjects are Social Studies and Lan-

guage Arts. He loves playing football 

for BMS and is a Chicago Bears, Cubs, 

Bulls & Blackhawks fan. He is also on 

the staff of the school paper, the Paw 

Print Press. 

 

Aaron is a member of the Ski 

Snowstar race team and enjoys teach-

ing others to ski. Aaron also likes to 

play with his St. Bernard, Ozzie. He 

enjoys reading the newspaper, books 

and comics, watching movies and 

playing Madden on the Wii.  

 

Friends and members of the congre-

gation are invited to Friday night 

Shabbat Services at 7:30pm on  

March 23, 2012 with an Oneg Shabbat 

following, and Saturday morning 

Shabbat services at 9:30am on March 

24th, 2012, with a luncheon following. 

Bar Mitzvah Highlights  

Samuel Marvin Lederman  

Sam will become a Bar Mitzvah 

on December 28, 2011 in Jeru-

salem, Israel.  Sam is the mid-

dle child of Josh and Gillian 

Lederman and brother to Me-

gan and Hannah.  

 

He is a 7th grade, honor roll  

student at Pleasant Valley Jun-

ior High School. Sam won first 

place in the State of Iowa Bio-

logical Science Competition for 

6th grade and is a Math Olym-

pian.   

 

He enjoys running, cycling and 

playing computer games.  We 

will also celebrate Samõs Bar 

Mitzvah with family and friends 

at Congregation Beth Israel on 

March 3, 2012. 


